
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Puneet Panda isn’t worried about migrating south to join Marietta Eye. The New York Native says 

he’s seen “the signs” and knows this is the place for the Panda family. “There were signs pointing me 
here. I saw the Panda Pagoda at the airport, and I thought, ‘This is a sign!’” he laughs. But the fact that 

the US Tennis Association for Atlanta is just down the street didn’t hurt. “I love tennis,” he says. “I 
would love to play like Roger Federer. I used to have a double-handed backhand, but I switched to a 

one-handed backhand just because he made it look so cool.” 

 

Dr. Panda came to Marietta Eye after learning of the practice from a friend. He was pleasantly surprised 

to see a familiar face - Dr. Dhanu Meleth – with whom he worked at the National Institutes of Health.  

He admires the caliber and expertise of the doctors at Marietta Eye, and is especially impressed with the 

laser cataract surgery and dry eye services. "The practice invests in treatments, invests in its doctors, and 

foremost invests in its patients,” he says.  
 

Dr. Panda always wanted to be a doctor. “My aunt was a physician. My earliest memories are of 

meeting her in the hospital cafeteria for mac and cheese,” Dr. Panda says. “I liked being in the medical 

environment.”  He says he “always had an inclination toward medicine,” but when it came time for 
college, his father – a Cornell man and a material science engineer – was adamant that Dr. Panda follow 

in the family footsteps. “My dad really wanted me to pursue engineering, but my passion was medicine. 
However, I actually really appreciate my engineering background because it gave me a problem solving 

approach that I use in my practice now,” Dr. Panda says. 
 

After graduating with honors from Cornell University with a degree in Biomedical Engineering, Dr. 

Panda went on to receive his M.D. from the State University of New York at Buffalo.  He then interned 

at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Mercy Hospital, before completing his residency at 

Mount Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan, NY, where he served as chief resident.  He then completed 

his Clinical Cornea Fellowship at the world-renowned Wilmer Eye Institute at Johns Hopkins, one of the 

most prestigious training programs in the country. "It's like Hogwarts for the eyes!" he exclaims. "My 

time at Wilmer gave me great insight into ocular pathology and allowed me to see an incredible range of 

patients from simple to highly complex." 

 

He trained with renowned specialists, including Dr. Douglas Jabs, ocular inflammatory disease 

specialist, Dr. Walter Stark, Dr. Yassine Daoud, and Dr. Andrew Schwartz, all cataract specialists, Dr. 

Esen Akpek, dry eye and ocular surface specialist, and Dr. Albert Jun, cornea specialist.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Puneet Panda, MD 
Cornea, Comprehensive Ophthalmology, and Cataract Surgery 



Today, Dr. Panda specializes in corneal transplants (including DSEK and DMEK), dry eye, 

comprehensive ophthalmology and refractive cataract surgery, including use of Femtosecond Laser 

Assisted Cataract surgery (FLACS).  

 

But he wasn’t always interested in the eye. His first thought was to pursue pediatric cardiology, but after 
shadowing an ophthalmologist, he was hooked. "Each eye held different pathology, and I was fascinated 

by the fact that looking into the eye provided a direct window to the patient's medical ailments - from 

diabetes to hypertension to cancer."   

  

“I did a summer research study at Duke where I did glaucoma research, and later a research program 
with the National Institutes of Health, and I loved it even more. Each eye is different, and so is each 

patient! I invest myself in patient care to the best of my ability - I think more about the person, their life, 

and their lifestyle, than simply their eye disease, and work with them and their families for the best 

possible outcome.”  Dr. Panda has since contributed to numerous publications in scientific journals, and 

has served as a peer reviewer for ophthalmic journals.   

 

Dr. Panda says he is excited about practicing in Atlanta – a “progressively multicultural city with so 

much to offer to its community."   

 

When he isn't seeing patients, Dr. Panda can be found playing tennis on nearby courts, watching comedy 

(including rom-coms!) and historical movies, indulging in architecture and interior design, and exploring 

the Atlanta area with his wife and children. But his passion outside of ophthalmology is dance. “I grew 
up uber-Indian cultural,” says Dr. Panda, whose parents are both from India. “I do Indian classical music 
and dance. My wife, Taniya, is an acclaimed classical vocalist. Atlanta has a thriving ethnic culture 

scene.”   
 

Heritage is key for Dr. Panda. His father and mother taught Dr. Panda their native tongues. He speaks 

fluent English, Hindi and Tamil. He also plays violin, is a self-proclaimed “foodie,” and enjoys 
traveling. 

 

Dr. Panda sees patients in the Powder Springs, Paulding, and Kennestone locations. He is a member of 

the American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery (ASCRS) and the American Academy of 

Ophthalmology (AOA). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.MariettaEye.com  
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